140        .           THE WORLD
selves to themselves and preserved their own customs.
Differences of temperature have added to the diSerences caused by the surface of the country. India is, everywhere, a hot land at sea-level, but it has climates as different as those of a hot-house and an ice-field. There are perpetual snows on the Himalayas. At Lahore there are, during the cool season, frosts in the early morning, and people have fires in the houses in the evening. In Colombo there are no fireplaces at all, except for cooking, and the punkah or fan that cools the air of the rooms is kept going from Christinas to Christmas*
Differences of rainfall are equally important. Where rain is abundant, as in the valley of the lower Ganges, we have swamps and jungle; where there is little or no rain, as in the lower part of the Indus valley, we have the Thar desert, where not only people cannot live, but on which they cannot move.
All these differences mean differences in the way of living. Some of the people of India live in great cities like Calcutta and Bombay and Madras and Delhi, where you may meet people as civilised as Europeans, while some forest dwellers are little better than the pygmies ; and so it happens that India, isolated from the rest of the world by seas and mountains, and divided up into compartments by river and